
A complete 1961class list, 

including most email 

addresses, home addresses 

and phone numbers, is 

available in an EXCEL file 

from Mary Olivier at 

mthurm@bellsouth.net 

 Many help plan reunion 
picnic for Class of  1961  
  If this 50-year reunion is successful and full of sur-
prises, it will be in large part because of Karen       
Altmann Meyers, who stepped up early this year full 
of ideas, enthusiasm, and—the most important 
thing—tenacity. The doubloons were Karen’s idea.  
When I told her we just didn't have that much money 
to put forward for their creation, she said she’d get 
donations.  And she did.   

  Karen also arranged for the purchase of the gradua-
tion caps that we can autograph, the balloons, the an-
niversary cake, the cups with the old Nicholls logo, 
and a whole trail of other things. So to Karen, and to 
George Daigle, who had the senior portion of The Re-
bel Yell reprinted, I say, “thank you.”   

  My continued thanks go to Carol Chauff Mercier, 
who this year has lined up volunteers to take care of 
business today.  These volunteers are also im-
portant to the reunion’s success.  Carol has helped 
with calling classmates without email to remind them 
that we hope to see them today.  She has also relent-
lessly tracked down classmates who have moved dur-
ing the last two years. 

 

  Although Norm Hellmers might say he really 
didn’t have anything to do with our reunions, 
he’d be wrong.  Without the website he creat-
ed for us, our picnics would have been one-day 
events.  As it is, we can look back at picnic 
photographs and enjoy them for years to 
come.  Norm posted all the Rebel Yells from 
our years at Nicholls online, as well as many 
photographs of things sure to make you smile.  
The website has held everything together.  
Check it out at http://tinyurl.com/
nicholls1961   So, thanks, Norm. 
                  
  This might be the place to thank Betty Miller Bur-
roughs. At some point in high school, she decided I 
needed advice, and I’ve been getting it steadily since 
then. She’s the first to tell me when my jokes aren’t 
funny or when something I intend to say might sound 
hurtful to someone.  It’s sometimes handy to have this 
sort of life editor, and although her advice has never 
led either of us to wealth, I do value it.  I run most ide-
as by Betty, and I’m awfully glad she’s there.  Thanks. 
 
                                    Mary Olivier Thurman 

Doubloons distributed  today to the first 100 of 1961 graduates to register  
were donated by Karen Altmann Meyers, Betty Miller Burroughs, Don 
and Carol Marsh Boe, Carol Chauff Mercier, Annamirl Foss Heck, 
George Daigle, Linda Gaudet Walker, Joy Jacob Williams and Mary 
Olivier Thurman.   It might be possible to purchase additional doubloons 
if a large enough order is made.  Contact Karen Altmann Meyers in Slidell 
at 985-639-0772. 

 

Thanks for attending 

our reunion.  We hope 

you are enjoying your 

senior years and that 

you’ll renew some old 

friendships today.                     

Rebels Forever! 

Professional photographer to shoot 

class group picture at noon today 
  John Ballance, director of photography for Baton Rouge’s The Morning Advocate 
newspaper will be at Fontainebleau State Park at noon today to make a group photo-
graph of Class of 1961 graduates.  Once classmates have been identified, a copy of 
the photograph will be sent to The Times-Picayune for publication. 

  Ballance  offers  an 8x12 color photo 
for $20, which includes postage to your 
home.  Some graduates have pre-
purchased their photos.  Payment by 
check will be accepted for orders made 
today.  To use a credit card, please con-
tact Ballance directly. 

  In addition to his work in photojour-
nalism, Ballance does innovative free-
lance professional work, which can be 
seen on his web site: johnballance.net/  
He is working on a tight schedule today, 
so plan to be ready to gather for the 
photo at noon. 

  He comes highly recommended and 
has more than 25 years of experience.   

 Just exactly how large 
 was the Class of 1961? 
  Good question. The October 14, 1960, 
issue of The Rebel Yell said there were 
456 seniors.  By graduation day, the 
New Orleans States-Item and our grad-
uation program said we had 430, al- 
though that included the summer 
school  grads who were really part of the 
1960 class. 
  Some of our class graduated the fol-
lowing summer, and we have included 
them on our working search list, which 
contains 443  names. 
 

Where did  
everyone go?  

             ______ 

  It looks as if most of our 
classmates stayed fairly close 
to home, refusing to be 
blown out or washed away 
by one hurricane or another.  
Some finally had enough af-
ter Katrina, but even they 
couldn’t abandon home and 
didn’t move too far away. 
  There are always a few who 
strike out for new territory, 
and their locations are noted 
on the map as well. 
  If you’re wondering who 
lives where, ask to see the 
complete class list available 
at the registration table. 
  We discovered that 204—or 
60 percent—of the 1961 grad-
uates we found live within 60 
miles of the neighborhoods in 
which they grew up. 
  That says a lot about a city 
and a way of life that grows 
even more important as we 
grow older.  

    

Our search list had 443 names.  
We accounted for all but 24 
classmates and found that 79 
had passed away. 

 

http://tinyurl.com/nicholls1961
http://tinyurl.com/nicholls1961


Can you overlook the changes 
between senior year and the 
senior years and name these 
1961 Nicholls graduates? 
Answers at bottom of page. 
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1.Jessie Dixon 2. JoAnn Uhl 3. Lynn Dahinden 4. Lloyd  
Surbeck 5. John Salisbury 6. Al Ohm 7. Beth Morvant  

8. Frank White 9. Fay Blappert 10. Ike Mayer 11. Roger 
Hayes 12. Doug McCarthy 13. Carol Francis 14. Dale Borne 

15. Virgie Stringer 16. Val Ticker 17. Richard Hill 18. Tony 
Cuccia 19. Beatrice Dale 20. Lynn Barbe 21. Penny  

Munster 22. Mike Riemer 23.Sylvia McRae 24. Frank 
Hoffmann 
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