SAIHT PATRICK'S DAY

Strenge as it may seem, St. Patrick was not an Irishman at all,
but was by birth a Scotchmen, having been born in Scotland about
272. VWhen he was sixteen or seventeen years 0ld he was stolen
by Pirates znd tsken to Ireland and made to work at herding swine.
He was & very studious boy and im the seven years that he remein-
ed & swineherd he leacrned the Irish language and the cucstoms of the
people. :

He then made up his mind that swineherding was not the right
sort of occupation for & bright-minded youth like himself, so
he escuped to the Continent, vhere zfter more years of study he
was ordzined by Pope Celestine and sent back to Irealnd to preach
Christisnity to the people. :

But the 0ld priests did not like him. He was very likely too
bright for them, =nd they persecuted d#in, and made things very
uncomfroteble for him. PFinslly he was obliged to leuve there,
but before he vent he cursed the lands of the other priests so
that they would not bear crops, just to even up things.

St. Patrick performed many miracles, and when the scourge of
snckes cume he wes sent for and begged to disperse the reptiles.
He said that thet would be easy, if they would bring him & drum.

4 drum was brought and he began begting it with such vim and
vigor thet he broke its hesad, andooked for a stime as though
the trick would f=il. But just then sn sngel came and mended
the drum and the snukes were forever banished. Just to prove
it they kept the drum for meny centuries.

These ond other miracles ot.Patrick performed., He Iived 0
be 121 yesrs o0ld, dying on his birthday, Mareh 174h., 492.

Historians have relegated many stories about Saint Patrick to
the realm os myth, but the shamrock remeins the emblem of Ireleand,

proudly worn by Irishmen the world over on Saint Patrick's Day,
March 17th. The true shamrock is the hop clover, which much
resembles our common white clover. except that the flover is
yellow instecd of blue-green. lLarge shipments of shemrocks &are
brought to the United States for Saint Patrick's Dey.

30 the shamrock is the National emblem of Irish people, snd it
is said thet no snske can live vhere it grovs. =

Perhaps 'if one will teke the tiouble to think it out, e may
find in that belief the idea of faith and loyelty &nd love of the
eountry for which the Irish people are noted, and thet emblemstically
it meuns that no treitor to Irelend e&n live nmear the Shamrock.



